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May:  A Time to Celebrate, a Time to Remember

Rev. Shannon Philio, Assistant Pastor

Gathering – Growing – Going

 We celebrate two major holidays in May, and no, I am not 
threferring to “May the 4  Be with You” holiday for Star Wars fans.  One 

th this Mother's Day on the 12 ; the other, Memorial Day on the 27 . 

President Abraham Lincoln once wrote, “All that I am or ever hope to 

be, I owe to my angel mother.”  Honoring our mothers, past and 
thpresent, is important to God, so much so that He made it the 5  

commandment in Exodus 20:12.  At a time of intense suffering on the 

Cross, Jesus took time to honor His mother when He told the apostle 

John to take care of her in John 19:27, “Behold, your mother.”  Jesus 

wanted to ensure His earthly mother was taken care of after He died, 

resurrected, and ascended into Heaven.  The Westminster Larger 

Catechism question 124 asks, “Who is meant by mother in the fifth 

commandment?”  Answer:  “By mother is meant, not only natural 

parent, but all superiors in age and gifts, and especially such as, by 

God's ordinance, are over us in place of authority, whether in family, 

church, or commonwealth.”  In Isaiah 66:13, the Lord says, “As a 

mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you.”  Mothers comfort.  
thMothers care.  Mothers show God's steadfast love.  So, on May 12 , 

let us take some time to reflect upon, thank, and honor all those 

mothers the Lord has placed in our lives, past and present,



biological or other, in the home or in the church.  American author 

Washington Irving once wrote, “A mother is the truest friend we have.”  

 Memorial Day is a day to honor those who have died while serving in 

our nation's military, particularly during times of war.  We live in a free 

country with religious liberty because brave men and women sacrificed 

their lives for such freedom.  Of course the greatest war that was ever 

fought was not on a battlefield in East Asia or in Iraq or Afghanistan or 

even across continental Europe.  The greatest war that was ever fought 

was on a hill called Calvary, on an old rugged Cross, by Jesus Christ, a 

war between good and evil, light and darkness, life and death.  And the 

good news, you may ask?  The good news?  He won!  Jesus Christ won!  

He sacrificed His life that we might have true spiritual freedom from the 

power and penalty of sin and be given eternal life by trusting upon Him as 

Lord and Savior.  Jesus took the punishment we should have received for 

our sins, and when we believe in His name and receive Him, His perfect 

righteousness is imputed to our accounts so that our Heavenly Father now 

no longer views us as dead in our sins and trespasses but forgiven and 
thalive in His Son Jesus Christ.  And so, as we pause on May 27  to 

remember and to thank our nation's fallen heroes who died while serving 

in uniform, let us also pause to remember, thank, and praise Jesus Christ 

for laying down His life that we might receive salvation and eternal life.  



Book Report

Taking God at His Word by Kevin DeYoung ,  Senior  Pastor at University 

Reformed Church in East Lansing, Michigan, is an outstanding work 

addressing the significance and the relevance of  Scripture ,  God's  Word , in the 

lives of the followers of Jesus Christ in today's culture. 

The Bible stands at the heart of the Chris�an faith.  It is the very founda�on 

upon which our faith stands and upon which we live our lives.  It is God's 

word – inspired, infallible, and inerrant!  Reverend DeYoung provides the 

answers to the significant ques�ons being asked in today's culture.  

Ques�ons such as  “Can I trust the Bible completely?”  “Is it sufficient for our 

complicated daily lives?”  “Can we know what it teaches?”  “Isn't it more 

important to focus on Jesus instead of the Bible?”.

The proper understanding of Scripture is of cri�cal importance for it is the 

founda�on of the church, even the faith we hold dear.  It is the instruc�on 

manual for the living out of our daily lives (24/7) as followers of Jesus Christ.  

What we believe about the Bible, the Word of God, is absolutely crucial, if for 

no other reason that we should know what we believe and feel about Jesus 

(page 19). 

If the founda�on is not secure, the church will crumble. Consider the 

founda�on of a building.  No ma�er how solid the building is, if the 

founda�on begins to weaken and crumble, the building will collapse.  Isn't 

that the emphasis of Jesus' illustra�on to build a house?  The house built on 

the "sand" will collapse.  The house on the "rock" stood firm.



It is the same with our "house".  Scripture, God's Word, inspired, 

infallible, and inerrant, the only rule of faith and prac�ce, provides 

the secure founda�on upon which to build.

Reverend DeYoung relates the significance of scripture to the 

Health and Welfare of the Chris�an church and family, as he says, 

"Well, the good news is that every single one of us can hear God 

today, right now at this very moment.  God s�ll appears and he has 

a word for us that is sure, s�cky, and messy." (page 26).

Reverend DeYoung establishes three vital principles:

· First, scripture is the word of God.

· Second, the word of God is no less divine because           

it is given through human instrumentality.

· Third, the Bible is without error.

"There is no more authorita�ve declara�on than what we find in 

the Word of God, no firmer ground on which to stand, no "more 

final" argument that can be spoken a�er Scripture has spoken."  

(page 39)

It is the same with our house. Scripture, the Only Rule of faith and 

prac�ce, provides the secure founda�on.

Chapters that further explained this statement are: 

· God's word is enough (page 42)

· God's word is clear (can be understood)  (page 56)

· God's word is necessary (page 83)

· God's word is final (page 91)

Dr. DeYoung describes these four as the "Fantas�c Four".



He ended this book with the following challenge:  "So let us not weaken in 

our commitment to our unbreakable Bible. Let us not wander from these 

divinely exhaled truths.  God has spoken and through that explana�on he s�ll 

speaks.  Ul�mately we can believe the Bible because we believe in the power 

and wisdom and goodness and trustworthiness of God.  We trust in the Bible 

because it is God's Bible.  And God being God, we have every reason to take 

him at his Word (pages 121-122).

The appendix alone is worth the price of the book!  He lists and briefly 

discusses 30 of the best books as the Gold Books (pages 123-127).

Great read!

This ar�cle also challenged me with the following issues:

· How is my personal devo�onal life?

· How is our devo�onal �me with Janet and me?

· How did I do, when my children were at home, in catechism study 

and Scripture reading as a family?

Tragically we all fall short, but by God's grace we will become more and more 

of what Christ desires us to be.  In order for this to happen, we must dive 

deep into the depths of Scripture.  We must allow God's Word to saturate our 

lives, and, as a result, live out the remainder of our days in the service of our 

great king whose name is Jesus!

Coram Deo,

Jim Misner
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May 1     Ladies Circle at 9:30am in the parlor

May 4    Men’s Breakfast at 8:00am in the Fellowship Hall

May 5    Communion

May 6    Men’s Bible Study at 6:30pm

May 12   Mother’s Day

May 19   Monthly Luncheon after the worship service.  Please bring a dish to share

May 20  Men’s Bible Study at 6:30pm at the church

May 20  Deacon’s Meeting at 5:30pm

May 27   Memorial Day holiday, the Church ofce will be closed

May 28   Session  Meeting at 6:00pm in the church

Dean Rydbeck   7th             Jeff Harrison   10th
Scott Malthaner   12th        Evelyn Smith   13th

     Eli Venning   26th

We will be hosting the Grace Presbytery Meeting 
here on Tuesday, May 14th at 9:ooam.

Dates to Remember for May
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